Offa Dyke success at Euston Park FEI:
 

The Offa's Dyke group once again showed itself to be one of the most successful EGB groups, with great results at the 27th June FEI competitions at Euston Park.
 

In the 160km CEI***, there were no Offa's Dyke entrants, the 2 British entrants were amongst 9 eliminations from the 13 starters - first and second places in a racing finish were Sheiks Nasser and Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa from the Bahrain ruling family - average speed 18.58kph.
 

In the 120km CEI**, there were however 22 finishers - only 5 horses (one British) were eliminated. The first British combination was Liz Taylor of Offa's Dyke group riding Vavaar into 9th place on 18.56kph - the other British combinations were in 17th to 22nd - including Sarah Rogerson from Offa's Dyke on CS Kabira in 19th (15.51kph). In first place all day was Mohd Ahmed Ali Al Subose from UAE (21.89kph). In second place, again all day but caught in the final km (though winning the racing finish) was Fauiz Jamil Al Turkomani from Saudi Arabia (20.97kph). First British rider was Alex Tennant, riding a UAE horse, who won the racing finish for 4th place (20.10kph).
 

In the 80km CEI*, there were 10 finishers from 17 starters - leading the Brits in 8th place was Chris Wray from Offa's Dyke on Ionian Extreme - 15.36kph, their fist attempt at an FEI ride and only their 3rd (2nd completion) ER.  2 other Brits finished (one on a UAE horse), and unfortunately 4 (2 on UAE horses) were eliminated. It was tight at the front, first and second in a racing finish were Salman and Ahmed Ali Al Sabri from UAE (21.59kph) - beating the current world champion Maria Mercedes Alvarez Ponton (Spain) on a UAE horse into 3rd.
 

The weather was excellent - overcast without thunderstorms, and the route rode extremely well.
Chris Wray

